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Chandler Solar Project – Fact Sheet 
 
This Fact Sheet summarizes key aspects of the Chandler Solar Project as proposed for Escanaba 
Township in the Special Land Use Application. Please refer to the Application and its exhibits for 
further information. 

Local Benefits – Benefits from Chandler Solar include: Between $10-$15 million of increased local 
property tax revenues depending on Project size, which support vital services and may result in 
lower property tax rates for Escanaba Township residents in the future; new jobs during 
construction and operation; additional income for family farms; farmland able to return to 
agricultural production at the end of Project life; and maintenance of groundcover, including non-
invasive pollinator plant species for insects and birds, which preserves wildlife habitat and soil 
quality for the future. 

Electricity Supply – Chandler Solar will connect to the utility grid in Escanaba Township, so power 
generated by the project is supplied to local electricity customers. 

Solar Cost – Large-scale solar energy is one of the cheapest sources of electricity available in 
Michigan. Chandler Solar will supply electricity at a cost below the current average wholesale 
cost in the area. 

Sound – Solar power generation is quiet and produces minimal sound. Escanaba Township’s 
Zoning Ordinance limits sound produced by Chandler Solar to 60 decibels as measured at the 
nearest property line, but actual sound produced will be below 45 decibels – see the Sound 
Simulations report attached to the Application as Exhibit F. For examples of sound levels, see 
https://www.uofmhealth.org/health-library/tf4173.   

Lighting – Night-time lighting at Chandler Solar will be turned off unless motion or switch-
activated, and will be limited to access gates, an operations and maintenance building, and a 
substation. These locations are marked on the Site Plan attached to the Application as Exhibit A. 
All lights will have covers that direct light downward, and will be turned off during normal 
conditions. 

Property Values – Independent studies of installed large-scale solar energy projects throughout 
the U.S., including Michigan, show that they have no relationship to neighboring property values 
– see the Property Valuation report attached to the Application as Exhibit C.  

Health and Safety – Solar power plants do not produce pollutants or other byproducts that are 
dangerous to humans and the environment. Solar power generation generally displaces older 
inefficient fossil fuel resources, so the overall impact of solar energy on human health is 
overwhelmingly positive – see The Health and Safety Impacts of Solar Photovoltaics report 
attached to the Application as Exhibit D.  

The Chandler Solar Special Land Use Application and Site Plan are available on the Escanaba 
Township website at http://www.escanabatownship.org/calendar. 

https://www.uofmhealth.org/health-library/tf4173
http://www.escanabatownship.org/calendar

